Syrian Leprosy, by Dr. II. Vandyke Carter of Bombay.
All through these reports we meet with evidence of deep research, patient toil, and continued labour on. the part of the authors.
The first chapters of Drs. Lewis and Cunningham's essay deal with the distribution of leprosy in British India; the body of the report is taken up with the results of their investigations in Kumaun, and at the close we have a succinct, and at the same time elaborate, summary of the whole.
The total number of lepers in British India amounts to no leS3 than 99,073, or 54 in every 10,000 of the population. In the Bengal Presidency there are 5-2, in the Madras 4-4, and in the Bombay Presidency 8'5 lepers in every 10,000 of population. In the Bengal Presidency six districts contain a leprous population equivalent, or nearly so, to 20 per 10,000.
They are Beerbhoom (41'2 per 10,000), Bancoorah, (300), , Kumaun (211) , , and Dehra Doon (19 0). In the Bombay Presidency there are thi-ee districts, vie., Barsi (25*6) , Sowda (25*0) and Rajapore (23 4) . In the Madras Presidency the highest district is that of Madras itself, 10'5 per 10,000. In Bengal the lowest leper population is found in Assam (1*6 per 10,000), Chittagong (2 6), Orissa (2-4), &c. In the North-Western Provinces, Meerut, Agra, Jhansie, and Benares show from 2 to 3 per 10,000 ; in the Central Provinces, Jubbulpore, and Upper Godavari show only TO; in the Punjab the lowest numbers are found in Derajat (15) , Peshawur (19) and Mooltan (3). In Madras the sea-coast districts give 4-9, while the inland districts give 36 per 10,000. The district in which the smallest number of lepers exists is Coimbatore with 2 0 per 10,000. In the Bombay Presidency the districts in the Deccan give 11 6, in Konkan 8*4, in Gujerat 5'4, and in Sind 1*4 per 10,000. In British Burmah the leprous population amounts to 11-6 per 10,000. Dr Of the tubercular form of leprosy there were 12 cases in the Asylum, or 15-0 per cent, of the total cases in which nodular appearances were by far the most prominent features of the disease. In all, the face and ears were the seats of tubercular deposit, and in five cases it was limited to these parts; in two the tongue was greatly invaded; in one the deposit was generally diffused over the body, and in one it was chiefly confined to the extremities. In some cases the deposit in the face and ears " was diffused, causing general thickening over wide areas, in others it occurred as isolated, sharply-defined, prominent nodules. mortality. It also appears that the male leper is credited with a smaller number of children than the female leper, the absolute numbers in the Almorah Asylum being 27 and 76 respectively, and the averages of children to families being 1'08 for the male lepers and 2-8 for the female lepers.
" So far as the evidence goes, the total number contributed to the population by the female lepers is about 70 per centin excess of that contributed by the males. As a set-off to this, however, the table shows that about 24 per cent, more of the children born to female lepers died than of the children born to male lepers." Dr. Vandyke Carter's investigations do not bear out this observation, and the error probably arises from the number of cases examined into being too few on both sides. He says:?" 182 married of either sex had 430 children, or a mean of 2 4 children to each marriage, but if infertile marriages be excluded there are nearly 3 children to one marriage?when the female parent is the leper the number of children is under this mean, and vice versa, when the male." Sixty-six married males, affected with tubercular leprosy, had 148 children (mean 2-24), and 13 married females affected with the same form had 28 children (mean 2-15). In the instances of anassthetic leprosy 70 married males had 187 children (mean 2 67) and 33 married females had 67 children (mean 2'03). Dr In a limited paper of this sort it is not possible for us to do justice to the authors of the excellent essays before us, so we must refer our readers to the reports themselves, and we promise they will well repay perusal.
